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What’s
happening in 
and around 
Postville.......
Zion Soup Supper
Zion Lutheran Church 
in Castalia is holding its 
annual soup supper Octo-
ber 22 from 4-8 p.m. Along 
with soup, they will have 
home baked bread and des-
serts.
Senior Youth to 
have pork loin meal
The Senior Youth at 
Postville’s St. Paul Lu-
theran Church is having a 
pork loin dinner on Sunday, 
October 26 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The menu in-
cludes pork loin, homemade 
mashed potatoes and gravy, 
green beans, coleslaw, as-
sorted desserts, rolls and 
butter and beverages. 
Mark Oct. 24 for 
Middle School Soup
The middle school soup 
supper will be held Friday, 
October 24 from 4:30-8 
p.m. at the All-Purpose 
Room of Cora B. Darling 
School. They will be serv-
ing chili, chicken noodle 
and cheese soup.
P.E.O. meeting set 
for October 28
 
P. E.O. Chapter FT will 
hold its next regular sched-
uled meeting on Tuesday, 
October 28th at 7:30 p.m. 
The meeting will be held 
at East Park Terrace with 
Karen Schutte as the host-
ess.  Due to the opportunity 
to have Blanca Schroeder 
do the program at our last 
meeting, Ellen Bechtel will 
now present her program 
entitled “We Are Volun-
teers” at this upcoming 
meeting.    
Mueller open house
CONTINUED ON PAGE  13
Cross country girls 
to run regionals 
this Thursday. Go 
Pirates!
Pictured here are 
Hannah Radloff 
and Kristine Schis-
sel. See sports for 
details.
FreedomClub still has tickets available for the Novem-
ber 8 production of “Church Basement Ladies,” at Plymouth 
Playhouse in Plymouth, Minn. “Church Basement Ladies” is 
the continuing saga of the Church Basement Ladies as seen in 
the first performance.
The group will leave Postville at 9:30 a.m. and will stop 
for lunch at the food court at Apache Mall in Rochester, Minn. 
The show will begin at 3 p.m. at the Plymouth Playhouse. 
Supper will follow the show at the Greenmill Restaurant.
Call Sandy Bacon at FreedomBank to make a reserva-
tion.
 Absolutely 
 the best 
 service in the 
 area.
 Monona
 563-539-2061
 Check 
 www.BIRDNOW.com
 or call  Toll Free 
 1.888.BIRDNOW
 (247-3669) for inventory & 
 more information or 
 stop by our Dealership! 
 You’ve got to get to our 
 place, you’ll like the
 way we treat you!
 Part of the BIRDNOW DEALERSHIPS
 in Monona, Fayette, Cascade, Jesup, 
 Oelwein & Independence. 
 Buick, Pontiac, Cadillac, Ford, Lincoln & 
 Mercury available at our Oelwein location.
 We’re Your 
 Closest Dealer
 Almost 600 New & 
 Used Vehicles at our 
 Dealerships!
ELCA makes donation to relief effort following ICE raid
The Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA) has donated $10,000, through its world hunger program (domestic hunger grants 
program), to the relief effort for those affected by the ICE raid at Agriprocessors on May 12. In Postville to make the presenta-
tion last week were Joe Young (left), director for Community Development Services and the Rev. Mark A. Anderson (right) 
Assistant to the Bishop for the Northeast Iowa Synod. Accepting the check are Paul Rael, director of Hispanic Ministry at St 
Bridget Catholic Church and Rev. Steve Brackett, pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church. The organization has donated funds to 
three area disasters this year: the tornado in Parkersburg, the floods in eastern Iowa and the ICE raid. Mr. Young said, “We are 
committed to support those in need and partner in any way we can with technical advisement and to help bring dignity to those 
who are suffering and are seeking answers.” The money may be used for things such as technical advisement, legal consultation, 
personal items, education. The community, the men reiterated, has to organize to help Agriprocessors know what is meant to be 
a good corporate citizen. It is planned that a group of community leaders will initiate a list of standards and expectations to aid 
in this process. The check, the group emphasized, will be shared among the faith community who have been working tirelessly 
to help those affected by the raid.
Tickets available for FreedomClub trip
The annual Veterans Day Program will be held at 10 a.m. 
in the high school on Tuesday, November 11. All veterans are 
welcome to come to the high school gym lobby at 9:30 for 
fellowship, coffee and donuts.
Veterans Day program is November 11
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Mueller Concrete Construction opens state 
of the art facility; open house this Friday
Although Mueller Con-
crete Construction Company 
has been in business since 
1975, the focus has changed 
in the last decade causing the 
business to grow and expand 
in a new dimension.
The company expanded 
into the cellular communica-
tion development market in 
1997 as they began to focus 
in the site preparation for cel-
lular towers. Betty Mueller 
explained, “We could see a 
real need for someone who 
could coordinate all side of 
this growing business. With 
almost everyone using high 
speed internet, there became 
a great need for towers to be 
placed closer together.”
The company now trav-
els in Iowa, Minnesota and 
occasionally into other states 
focusing on developing new 
Senator Harkin staff 
member tours Postville 
School renovation
Linda Lucy, a member of Senator Harkin’s staff, visited 
Postville schools last Thursday, October 16. Lucy toured Post-
ville schools and delivered the Congressional Record State-
ment printed below to staff and school board members.
The following was entered into the Congressional Record 
on September 10, 2008 by Iowa Senator Tom Harkin.
Mr Harkin: Mr. President, in Iowa and across the United 
States an new school year has begun. As you know, Iowa public 
schools have an excellent reputation nationwide, and the Iowa 
students’s test scores are among the highest in the Nation.
I would like to take just a few minutes, today, to salute the 
dedicated teachers, administrators, and school board members 
in the Postville Community School District, and to report on 
their participation in a unique Federal partnership to repair 
and modernize school facilities.
This fall marks the 10th year of the Iowa Demonstration 
Construction Grant Program. That is its formal name but it is 
better known among educators in Iowa as the program of the 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. Since 1998, I have been 
fortunate to secure a total of $121 million for the State govern-
ment in Iowa, which selects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovations and repair efforts--
everything from updating fire safety systems to building new 
schools or renovating existing facilities. In many cases, this 
Federal funding is used to leverage public and/or private local 
funding, so it often has a tremendous multiplier effect in a local 
school district.
The Postville Community School District received a 2002 
Harkin grant totaling $1 million which is used to help build 
an addition tot he elementary school that included a new me-
dia center and administrative offices. The district also received 
a 2003 grant totaling $265,408 for renovations at the high 
school. The Federal grants have made possible for the district 
to provide quality and safe schools for their students.
Excellent schools do not just pop up like mushrooms after 
a rain. They are the product of vision, leadership, persistence 
and a tremendous amount of collaboration among local of-
ficials and concerned citizens. I salute the entire staff, admin-
istrations, and governance in the Postville Community School 
District. In particular, I’d like to recognize the leadership 
of the Board of Education, president Brad Rekow, Jeff Cox, 
Laura Lubka, Jamie Smith and Dan Schutte and former board 
members Staci Malcom, Kathy Ohloff, Gary Catterson, Den-
nis Koenig and Dennis White. I would also like to recognized 
the chairman of the district’s capital campaign, Cloy Kuhse, 
superintendent Darwin Winke, former David Strudthoff and 
architect Mark Moine of Gardner Architecture.
As we mark the 10th anniversary of the Harkin School 
Grant Program in Iowa, I am obliged to point out that many 
thousands of school buildings and facilities across the United 
States are in dire need of renovation or replacement. In my 
state of Iowa alone, according to a recent study, some 79% 
of public schools need to be upgraded or repaired. The harsh 
reality is that the average age of school buildings in the United 
States is nearly 50 years.
Too often, our children visit ultra-modern shopping malls 
and gleaming sports arenas on weekends, but during the week 
go to school in run-down or antiquated facilities. This sends 
exactly the wrong message to our young people about our pri-
orities. We have to do better.
That is why I am deeply grateful to the professionals and 
parents in the Postville Community School District. There is 
no question that a quality public education for every child is a 
top priority in that community. I salute them, and wish them a 
very successful new school year.
The entrance to the office of Mueller Concrete Construc-
tion, owned and operated by Bruce and Betty Mueller, is pic-
tured above. The colored stone wall is actually made of con-
crete as is the floor which features a compass. The desk also 
has a concrete counter top.
Posing for a picture in the media center in Cora B. Dar-
ling School are Peggy Johnson, media center employee; 
Linda Lucy from Sen. Harkin’s Staff, Board of Educa-
tion president Brad Rekow; former board member Dennis 
Koenig and interim superintendent Darwin Winke. Money 
from the Harkin Grant helped fund the media center.
tower sites. Site preparation 
might include building the 
roadway to the site, trench-
ing in the PVC for telephone 
and electrical lines, excava-
tion and pouring of the tower 
foundation and the building 
foundation, installation of 
grounding protection for the 
tower and backfilling and 
leveling of the site. The com-
pany, she explained, does not 
install the tower itself.
With the expansion of 
their business, the Muellers 
felt a need also to expand their 
facility. With expansion and 
growth in mind the company 
decided to move the business 
to the Postville Business Park 
in 2006. Bruce said, “We 
moved out of our old place in 
November of 2006 and, with 
no interruption in the busi-
ness, we completed our new 
place in July of 2007.”
The Muellers said they 
saw the expansion as a chance 
to showcase a state of the art 
facility and consolidate their 
entire operation in one place.
With an economic devel-
opment grant and forgivable 
interest free loan, Bruce and 
Betty set out to design their 
office, garages and work-
space in the most convenient, 
efficient and eye-pleasing 
manner.
When walking into the 
main building one is immedi-
ately impressed with the pol-
ished concrete floors whose 
shine reflects the image of 
those entering. The main en-
tryway has a compass as part 
of the floor design. What ap-
pears to be a stone wall in the 
entryway is actually colored 
concrete as well.
Betty said, “Bruce de-
signed the art work and set it 
to scale in each of the rooms 
in the building.”
She continued, “After the 
concrete was cleaned and 
polished, the designs were 
drawn out and colors were 
taped off as separate colors 
were sprayed on. Each floor 
is also stained and sealed.
The Muellers said they 
not only wanted to use con-
crete for its beauty, but the 
concrete holds heat and 
shows what you can do with 
this versatile product.
When designing the build-
ing, the Muellers had conve-
nience and efficiency in mind 
at all times. The main building 
not only includes several of-
fices, there is a weight room, 
lounge, kitchen, board meet-
ing room,  and bathroom. The 
shop, Bruce explained, has 
four pressure washer bays 
and everything can be inside 
in the winter.
Betty said, “We designed 
the offices with future growth 
in mind. With what we have 
here we could take on bigger 
projects without expanding. 
It would be pretty hard for 
us to outgrow this place with 
buildings that are 60 x 120 
and 60 x 60.
Efficiency began with the 
decision to install all geother-
mal heating and cooling in 
the office building, which the 
Muellers said allowed them 
to heat and air condition the 
entire 60 x 60 office struc-
ture for $1350 last year. Betty 
added, “In this way we are 
able to decrease our energy 
consumption with a system 
that is cost efficient.”
The shop, Bruce added, 
also has floor heat and has 
also been very economical to 
heat.
The Muellers credit Gage 
and Gage, who did the trench-
ing and loop installation for 
the geothermal, with being 
excellent to work with and 
very knowledgeable in their 
field. Noting that they worked 
